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A SIMPLER TIME
NORTH WAYNE MEMORIES I: DORIS NICKERSON
By Betsy Connor Bowen

Doris Nickerson was born in 1913 and grew up in North Wayne. At the age of 84,
seated on the living room couch in her home beside the millsiream that flows over the
Lovejoy Pond Dam into Pickerel Pond, she spoke of her girlhood. One year later her
busband, Nick Nickerson, died of a heart condition aggravated by the exertion of
Jetching water during the *98 ice storm. Doris remained in North Wayne for a brief
while but did not seem to recover from her grief, grew extremely thin, and died in the
Nicholson Nursing Home in Winthrop a few years later.

I GREW UP in the big house on the corner [across the Walton Road from
the house she lives in now, and opposite the Wayne Town Office]. My
mother bought the house. My mother said when I was born, I was born at
home and they sent for the doctor and he was drunk! The doctor that
delivered me was drunk! That’s what my mother said. He was an old
doctor. But he got me therel

At that time, my father was working for the North Wayne Tool Com-
pany in that shop that burned down. He worked on a drop hammer, which
is quite a big, heavy hammer that comes down and presses out metal to the
shape of a die. They were making grass hooks, which they used to cut down
weeds and things like that. They sold a lot of them. It had a handle on it
and a long, curved blade that was quite sharp. They also made scythes,
which were much longer. I believe Oakland was the headquarters of the
North Wayne Tool Company.

North Wayne was a growing community at that particular time. In the
early days the North Wayne Tool Company had made sabers for the Civil
War.

There was a fire. [ was sitting in one of the windows facing out and I
was using a sewing machine in the early 1920s and I happened to look out
and I saw the place on fire. There was an awful lot of oil and I assume
that's what started the fire, and it was in the building where my father
worked. Fortunately nobody was hurt. I think the house next door, whete a
woman used to take in boarders, also burned at that time. The old foun-
dation is still there. After that, the tool company rebuilt another shop
across the stream and down below here. That also burned. There was a lot



101

of oil. The thing was saturated with oil. The men were careful, but just the
same.

Across the stream where that cement wall is, if you go over there and
look down, you can see a pit where they had a mill wheel and there was a
little building up above there. It operated in the wintertime too. It made a
kind of a rumbling sound.

The North Wayne Schoolhouse, early 1900s
Town of Wayne Historical Collection

The Schoolhouse was the Grange Hall in later years. I didn’t belong to
the Grange, which started out as farmers and then it became more of 2
social club. Foster and Irene Beach were very instrumental in the Grange
and also they did quite a lot for the Church up here. When [Foster’s
brother] Lloyd Beach came, after the North Wayne Tool Company closed,
he made those wooden slats, pallets, so he had quite a business going there.
I think I was away at the time when his business finally wound down.

When I was a child I went over to Sunday school, downstairs in the
Church because the upper part had deteriorated some. There was an old
pot-bellied stove down there which was very comfortable. Different ladies
took turns teaching Sunday school. I remember going upstairs at one time,
and the picture comes into my mind of blue paint peeling off. It was in bad
shape. They've done a wonderful restoration job there, though I don’t re-
member the woodwork.

There was no pastor there, but we had supply pastors who came in
occasionally and preached a sermon. We had quite a lot of different






